FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
and so-called free governments; even under a republic there
is no country where individual liberty is less respected than
in France,1 and the Greeks themselves, resourceful as they
were, failed to discover the formula of good government.
That is not to say we must be contemptuous of democracy,
for that would be futile; on the contrary, we must do our
utmost to help the prodigious efforts made by modern societies
during the last hundred years towards an equitable and rational
form of organization,2 but don't expect too much, and do not
give democracy a sanctity it cannot claim, it has its evils and
is at best but the least objectionable of possible systems. All
party divisions involve a narrowing of the mind, 'and true
lovers of freedom are very few: " our. free thinkers do not
think freely because they do not think at all "3; the Con-
servatives are only out for the defence of their privileges and
the worst of all are the so-called Liberals, "who only clamour
for freedom against freedom " and actually champion the in-
dependence and sovereignty of the Church; on top of which
they have constructed an elaborate economic theory, based
on pretended economic necessary laws, which are only the
legalizing of equality and injustice.4
But if institutions will not avail, what then? France sees
hope in two things only, a greater control of mankind over its
environment and the growth of better feelings in man towards
man. Civilization has always meant less cruelty and less blind
obedience to tradition; as man becomes less of a brute and
more of a rational being, so will the world improve.5 In the
last resort the scepticism of Anatole France becomes a belief
in progress through the moral growth of man.6
It cannot be said that the system presents either great
originality or very deep intuitive conviction. But, disjointed
and inconclusive as it was, it proved effective as a defence against
1 Revolte des Anges, p. 130.                             2 Vie litteraire, iii., p. 235.
8 lie des Pingouins, p. 316.                               4 Opinions sociaks, i., p. 76.
5  Crainquebille\
6  " Cette deliverance je Tattends de la machine elle-m&ne; la machine qui
a broyd tant d'hommes viendra en aide, doucement, gen^reusement a la tendre
chair humaine. La machine, d'abord cruelle et tenace, deviendra  bonne,
favorable, amie " (M. Bergeret a Paris, p. 249).
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